114      THE SPHERE OF  POLITICAL ECONOMY.

disposes of the theories which virtually propose to
improve our supply of water by pouring a cup out of
one vessel into  another;  and  such theories have
had  considerable  success  in economy.     So far, in
short, as a protectionist really maintains that the
advantage consists in accumulating money, without
asking what will  be the effect  upon the value of
money, or that it consists in telling people to make
for themselves what they could get on better terms
by producing something to exchange for it, his argu-
ments   may   be   conclusively   shown   to   be   con-
tradictory.     Such arguments,  at  least,  cannot  be
worth considering.    But, to  say nothing  of cases
which may  be  put  by  an  ingenious disputant in
which this may not quite apply, we have to con-
sider   reasons   which    may   be   extra-economical.
When it is suggested, for example, that the economic
disadvantage   is   a   fair   price   for   political   inde-
pendence ; or, on the other hand, that the stimulus
of competition is actually good for the trade affected;
or, again, that protection tends naturally to corrup-
tion ; we have arguments which, good  or bad, are
outside the sphere of economics proper.    To answer
them we have to enter the field of political or ethical
inquiry, where we have to take leave of tangible facts
and precise measures.

This is a more prominent element as we approach